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Education system in Nusantara.

Introduction

The word Nusantara refers to the archipelago that spans from Sumatra to Papua and
encompasses many significant portions of Indonesia. This terminology was initially used to define
Majapahit's idea of national identity in Middle Javanese literature from the 12th to 16th centuries.
Upon falling out of favor, “Ki Hajar Dewantara” resurrected the word in the early twentieth century
as an alternate name for the unrealized sovereign republic of the Dutch East Indies. The word
Nusantara was nevertheless seen as a substitute for the Indonesian archipelago, once it was decided
to adopt the word "Indonesia"”, which signifies "Indian Islands". In general, this word is still widely

used in Indonesia.
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Figure 1: The Map of Nusantara

Nusantara, like other regions, has its own education system. Is their educational system
unique in any way? Of course, yes. Indonesia, Timor Leste, Southern Thailand, Malaysia, the
Philippines, Singapore, and Brunei all have their own theoretical ideals and frameworks in their
educational systems. In our opinion, Nusantara’s education system is heavily influenced by its
multiculturalism and pluralism. Since, the most essential medium for instilling in future
generations a smart and open mindset, as well as a constructive attitude, is education. This ideology
is prevalent throughout the region. Both traditional and modern education systems are valued in

their philosophies. In this article we are going to justify that the education system in the Nusantara



region is very systematic and almost identical with one and other. We will be discussing a few

countries to justify our viewpoints strongly.
Discussion

Indonesia

Indonesia is in the process of establishing a national education system. The system should
be introduced at all levels, routes, and types of learning. The "12 Years of Compulsory Education,”
which includes 6 years of elementary school (SD), 3 years of junior high school (SMP), and 12
years of high school (SMA), is one of the nation's newest educational programmes. Schools are
overseen by three government agencies. For secondary and basic education, the Ministry of
Education and Culture (Kemendikbud) is responsible. For higher education, there is the Ministry
of Research, Technology, and Higher Education. The third seems to be the Ministry of Religion,
which is responsible for religious matters at all levels. From an early age, the national education
system tries to cultivate positive character, impart academic knowledge, and establish appropriate
skills.

According to Indonesia, forming an exact vision and mission within the boundaries of an
educational institution can ensure that the educational institution is able to shape the character of
those who study there to be better and more responsible for the environment. As a result, unless
there are alterations in the educational subsystem, it becomes a very reasonable process. We must
keep up with the times and meet the educational needs of a nation. Education must, from time to
time, continue to function properly and be accompanied by a clear vision and mission, as well as

the ability to respond to future difficulties.

Indonesian education dates to the pre-independence and post-independence eras. First and
foremost, religious ideas, such as Hindu-Buddhist Religious Education, Islamic Religious
Education, and Catholic and Protestant Christian Education, lay the cornerstone of education in
Indonesia. Secondly, education, like education during the Portuguese period, education during the
Dutch (VOC) period, and education during the Japanese period, became based on the colonisers'
goals (Justus, 1951). Thirdly, education throughout the age of independence. The fourth point is

education under the New Order. The fifth topic is schooling during the Reformation.



Briefly, the history of Indonesian education in the past until now gives us an idea that, in
any form, education is still important to shape our personal character. Although the application
system is different, education has the same goal. Starting from religious education, education
because of the colonialists, to post-independence education. Each period must undergo changes

according to the needs of the nation at that time and be able to answer challenges in the future.
Malaysia

Malaysia's Ministry of Education is in charge of education (Kementerian Pendidikan).
Even though education is the duty of the federal government, each state and federal territory
maintains its own Education Department to coordinate educational issues. The Education Act of
1996 is a major piece of law that governs education. Preschool education, primary education,
secondary education, post-secondary education, and university education comprise the educational
system in Malaysia. It is further split into two types of education which is public and private
education. Education is available through the Malaysian government's bilingual national education
system, which offers free education to all Malaysians, private universities, and homeschooling.

Islamic religious schools are a part of the education system in Malaysia. Sekolah Rendah
Agama (SRA) refers to primary schools, whereas Sekolah Menengah Kebangsaan Agama refers
to secondary schools (SMKA). Sekolah Agama Bantuan Kerajaan is another set of religious
schools (SABK). High schools are included in SABK, as well as a form of primary school known
as community religious schools or sekolah agama rakyat (SAR). Islamic subjects such as early
Islamic history, Arabic language, and Figh are taught in SAR schools to Muslim students.
Although some states, such as Johor, make it mandatory for all Muslim children aged six to twelve
to attend school as a supplement to their mandatory primary education, it is not compulsory in
other states. Students will take a graduation examination in their final year. The majority of SAR

are financed and controlled by religious authorities in their respective jurisdictions.

Malaysia's system of education is critical to establishing a sustainable nation, fostering the
development of a fair society, and ensuring long-term economic prosperity. A country may also
enhance global competitiveness, establish a K-economy, and preserve environment protection

sustainability via education. According to the Malaysia Education Blueprint 2013-2025, the



education programme is based on structural improvements that are consistent with worldwide best
practices for high-performing educational standards (StudyMalaysia.com, 2015). Structures will
be adjusted throughout all phases of education, and resources will be used to represent the best to
Malaysians at all levels, in order to prepare students for the needs of the future.

Brunei

Brunei Darussalam seems to have had a bilingual education policy in place since 1984 to
guarantee that pupils are capable of communicating in both Bahasa Malaysia and English.
Although English was being used to teach subjects such as Science, Mathematics, Geography,
History, and English itself, it is also used to teach other languages. Religious and moral human
beings are cultivated through educational programmes, as well as technological competence. The
government has prioritized three areas in education: a bilingual structure in all schools, the
inclusion of the Malay Islamic Monarchy (MIB) ideology in the school curriculum, and the
enhancement and development of human resources, including vocational, technical, and skills

education.

Citizens and permanent residents of Brunei Darussalam are entitled to free education in
government schools from primary to university levels. The overall number of school days each
year is between 202 and 210. Between January and December, the academic year is divided into
four terms. Brunei Darussalam had a literacy rate of 92.5 percent till 2001.Brunei Darussalam's
government prioritizes the development of moral, religious, and technologically proficient human
resources in the sphere of education. Boosting the number of high school graduates in Brunei
Darussalam is one of the educational goals to be met. Since 2003, when UBD reopened the chance
for the commercial sector to participate in research, efforts have been undertaken, among other
things (Jamil,2008). The option for private sector participation is meant to allow the government

and the private sector to collaborate on national education development.

The A7-3-2-2 pattern was used to create an intelligence level system that represents the
amount of study time for each educational level, such as 7 years for elementary, 3 years for junior

high, 2 years for upper secondary, and 2 years for pre-university. Technical and Engineering



Colleges, Puteri Rashidah Child Nursing College, Brunei Institute of Technology (ITB), and

University Brunei Darussalam are among the universities in Brunei Darussalam (UBD).

Conclusion

As we all know, John Dewey believed that education is not merely preparation for life, but rather
life itself, and the Nusantara region is the best example of this. The school system in all of the
Nusantara countries has a significant impact on religion, culture, tradition, and the Malay language.
Because all of Nusantara's countries are Malay-speaking, their educational systems are nearly
identical. Religious education is valued equally in Nusantara countries, such as Indonesia, Timor
Leste, Southern Thailand, Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore, and Brunei, as it is in our adapted

modern education system.
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